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A Message from Principal Clay 

V I S I T  F O R E S T  V I E W ’ S  W E B  S I T E  F O R  M O R E  E V E N T S  &  N E W S  >        W W W . F O R E S T V I E W . D P S N C . N E T  

In today’s world, much is being written and practiced concerning a Strength 
Based approach to life—be it Strength Based Leadership, Counseling, Coaching, 
Mentoring or Parenting.  Simply put—Strength Based is a shift away from a 
de�cit approach which focuses on problems to an approach that identi�es and 
builds upon strengths.  Training minds to focus on the positive, one’s strengths, 
the possibilities, the good, the goal—I believe maintains motivation and 
sustains enjoyment as we travel life’s journey.

The concept of being positive and focusing on e�ort is not new; however the 
research and body of evidence is greater than ever (just google “Strengths 
Based”).  The concept of being positive and helping our children work from their 
strengths is found on a large hall poster at the end of our A-Hall titled…. ”The    
Power of Yet”.  As children enter the class they read phrases such as “I can’t do 
this…yet”, “I don’t know…..yet”, “I’m not good at this…..yet”.  The message is 
clear—with time and e�ort, you will succeed…. e�ort matters and you already 
possess many strengths, abilities, and gifts to draw upon.

We know as parents our words matter—a great deal.  Look for the strengths in 
your child and be intentional in the encouragement of those strengths.  But be 
careful—the results will likely lead to a happier home where children see 
themselves as lovable and capable and eventually will thank you for being their 
biggest fan!

        -- by Neil Clay, Principal

“We know as 
parents our 

words matter 
- a great 

deal”

Mark Your Calendar!
FV Buzz

Bedtime Stories
Tuesday, January 31, 2017
6:30 – 7:30 pm
Early Release Day
Wednesday, February 15, 2017 
Students Dismissed at 1:45 pm
Multicultural Festival
Friday, February 24, 2017 
5:30 – 7:30 pm
PTA Steering Team Meeting
Monday, February 27, 2017 
6:30 – 7:30 pm Media Center

STAY IN THE KNOW 
Stay in the “know” about Forest View events 
and volunteer opportunities. Sign up for the 

PTA weekly eNewsletter by visiting 
forestviewpta.net - About page

Strength Based Parenting

A BIG THANKS to Ms. Flowers—Forest View Art 
Teacher Extraordinaire! A note from Principal Clay.

Ms. Flowers is retiring---words cannot express how 
grateful we are for the years of dedicated service Ms. 
Flowers has given to Forest View Elementary School.  
Ms. Flowers had intended to retire at the end of the 
year, however due to personal reasons she is retiring 
e�ective February 1st.  Not only is Ms. Flowers a 
distinguished Art Teacher; but she has been a servant 
leader impacting our entire school community.  Her 
leadership on the School Steering Team, her work on 
all of our school-wide PTA events, Landscape Day, 
Week at the Creek, and her advocacy for the teaching 
profession at the local and state level were all very 
much appreciated—and will be missed.  We all love 
you Ms. Flowers and wish you the best—and look 
forward to seeing you in the future!

(I expect to have a highly quali�ed Art Teacher in 
place the �rst week of February—more information 
coming in the weeks ahead.)

GOODBYE TO A FOREST VIEW LEGEND And the WINNER IS... FOREST VIEW SPELLING BEE
By Annabelle Ferreri, 4th grade

Fourth grader Kevin Ferguson won the Forest 
View elementary spelling bee in dramatic 
fashion after 28 rounds of competition.

Ferguson, who is in Ms. Droege’s class, won the 
competition on Thursday, January 19 and will 
compete in a regional spelling bee March 11, 
2017 at Duke University. 

Ferguson won by successfully spelling 
“textural,” a word that wasn’t on the original 
list of words for spellers to study from.

“I thought it would be a lot easier because I 
know a lot of words,” Ferguson said in an interview after the bee, adding that he was a small bit 
familiar with the word ‘textural’ because he remembered it from a book.

Fourth grader Sanskar Deshkar was the runner up. In all, 26 spellers from grades 1-5 competed. 

FALCONS SHOWCASE THEIR ARTWORK
AT THE NCCU MUSEUM OF ART

Artwork by four students was chosen to represent Forest View in a school 
district-wide art exhibit hosted by the N.C. Central University Museum of Art.

The art show opened Sunday, Jan. 22 and included works by third grader 
Sehar Kittur, fourth 
graders Annabelle 
Ferreri and Maisha 
Khan, and �fth 
grader Adriana Cruz 
Valdez.

Durham’s Finest
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GOT NEWS?  E-MAIL YOUR STORY AND PICTURES TO

LATISHIA FUTRELL,  EDITOR AT:  
myjoy l r f4@gmai l .com

STORIES CONTRIBUTED BY FV NEWSLETTER CLUB

Heard it in the halls... What’s your favorite thing to do over the summer?
                                                                                                                                                              

Teddy, 5th grade: 
“Going to the pool, 

because it’s hot outside 
and so it feels good.” 

Yvonne, 5th grade: 
“Riding a bike.” 

Maddie, 3rd grade: 
“Reading.”

Portia, 4th grade: 
“Sleepovers with friends.” 

Skyla, 4th grade: 
“Go swimming.”

   On Wednesday, Jan. 11, as the remnants of a weekend snowstorm kept the Durham Public Schools closed for the third 
straight day, the Forest View Elementary School news club set out to document a snow day. Here is what they did, as 
reported by the students named in this story.
   At 8 a.m. Claire Kimball was dreaming about sledding. She woke up at 8:05 and stayed there, trying to fall back 
asleep.  She knew she didn’t have to go to school that day.  Soon she started reading over a chart she made of all the 
gods and demigods in the Percy Jackson book series, so she could keep everything straight while reading the books.  She 
got up at 8:15, put on her slippers and uncovered the bird cage revealing Disco, her green parakeet. She took Disco from 
his cage and put him on her shoulder. 
   Meanwhile, Annabelle Ferreri was waking up at her house and putting her hair up in a ponytail. She had breakfast – 
a cream cheese bagel – and got ready for a one-day camp at the studio where she practices Tae Kwon Do. She braced 
herself for a full day with her brother.
   Katie Morgan woke up at 9:03 when her feline friend, Obi Wan Cat Nobie, came scratching at her door. She went 
downstairs, ate a banana and drank a peach iced tea. She then sat on the couch, opened her Kindle, set a timer for 30 
minutes and read 39 Clues.
   Mina Coers went to work with her mother on Wednesday and watched Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows in her mother’s o�ce at Duke University. Her ‘annoying’ 
brother, Miles, was at daycare and thus not annoying her.
   Around noon, Landon Futrell and his sister, Lauryn, ate pizza poppers and apple slices for lunch. Lauryn watched a TV series called “Haunted Stories.” Meanwhile, 
Landon rested in bed playing a game called Pixel Gun 3D. Then he fell asleep because he wasn’t feeling well after so much fun in the snow. 
   Tralai Taylor was at her grandparents’ house – with no WIFI! – for the whole day. She stresses that it wasn’t a particularly exciting day. In the early afternoon she ate 
lunch, washed dishes and created some artwork.
   From 2-2:30 Louisa Weinard watched two Brain Games while her cat, Foxy, fell asleep in a bag. She, her mother and her little brother, Owen, went to a recycling center 
to dispose of some cardboard boxes. 
   Around that same time, Kendall Hancock and her sister, Raegan, set to work building a snowman with what snow was left on the ground. She ran into trouble when 
they realized there were no carrots in the house so she used two blueberries attached to a stick to create a very unconventional snowman nose. 
   Over at Yleana Rangel’s house, she and her friends Luella and Jared had a snowball �ght. Yleana reports that the snowball �ght got ‘a little out of hand’ and her friend 
Jared got hit in the eye with a snowball. But he wasn’t hurt. 
   Also in the afternoon, Aaron Sharkey went to Galaxy Fun Park in Raleigh with his cousin Isaac and his aunt and conquered his fear of Laser Tag. He said ‘okay, let’s do it. I 
tried it and it was fun.”  The park also had bumper cars, a ropes course and go carts. 
  By late afternoon, Trevor Blanton-Parke was baking two batches of chocolate chip cookies with pecans. He then got dressed for his musical theater class, where he 
learned the song “Painting the Roses Red” from Alice in Wonderland. 
   Meanwhile, So�a Aballay was at home watching The Addams Family, during which time she took a snack break to eat chocolate ice cream with extra chocolate syrup. 
She did this while sitting on the couch wearing fuzzy socks and a robe. 
   Between 5-6 p.m., Palace Leonard had three friends over, Daziya, Destiny and Micah to watch TV and play games.  
   Over at Kaitlyn Simonson’s house, she and her father made dinner for the family. They made guacamole to serve with pita chips. The main course was sloppy joe and 
the dessert was cheesecake pie. Dad made the crust and Kaitlyn made the �lling. 

   At 6 p.m, Peyton Yuan had dinner – elbow macaroni with butter and parmesan cheese. Two of her 
cousins were visiting. She watched a video on Youtube and did one of her Quick Write entries.
   From 7-8, Naomi Coleman and her brother, 
Zahir, watched a movie called Alice Through the 
Looking Glass. She then built a toy car with her 
father, for her brother. It was shaped like a shark 
and was painted red and green and had menacing 
spikes attached to its front and back.
   
In the late afternoon, Durham Public Schools 
announced that schools would reopen Thursday on 
their normal schedules. And everywhere, parents 
breathed a huge sigh of relief.

A Day in the Snow!
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