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Heard It In the Halls. . .What did you learn 
from the book (or movie )‘Wonder’?

Blu Sharkey
5th grade

Devak Coltrane
5th grade

Siena Hurley
5th grade

Emilio Bonaficio
3rd grade

“Never judge a 
book from it’s 
cover. ...”

“That it is important to 
be yourself,no matter 
what you look like...”

“Not to judge 
people by their 
looks..”

“It doesn’t matter what 
you look like, it’s whats 
on the inside...”
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Mike Lee wants smaller class sizes for Durham public school students 
as much as anyone. But he says the school system can’t afford to do 
what the state is mandating.
 
Mike Lee, chairman of the Durham Board of Education, told members of the Forest View 
Journalism Club recently that the school system simply doesn’t have the money and 
resources required to meet the state’s recent mandate that all class sizes be reduced for 
kindergarten, first and second grade classes throughout North Carolina.  

 “If we did exactly what the state asked us to do, we’d need 92 more classrooms across the system,” Lee told the fourth and fifth 
grade journalism students in December. “That costs quite a bit of money. I like the idea of shrinking classroom sizes but it costs money and 
the changes would be very difficult for our school to implement.” The school board has asked the state for extra funding as well as permis-
sion to slow implantation of the new class size standards.  
 Lee, who is in the fourth year of his first term on the board, discussed numerous other topics during his visit to Forest View. Other 
issues included: 
 School times.  Lee said the school board’s decision prior to the start of the 2016-17 academic year to adjust school start and 
end times across the system came after a great deal of research. “We spoke to other states that had changed school times, we did 
interviews and research,” he said. “We found that generally speaking, elementary school children do better earlier in the morning, and high 
school students do better later.”  He added:” Elementary school students towards the end of the day start to fade. That’s what the research 
says, anyhow. High school students stay up later, so early in the morning they’re not focused. So we switched it so high school students go 
later.”  
 Teacher Pay.  Several students asked about teacher pay, and Lee explained what is a complicated process for paying teachers. 
Both the state and the school distribute contribute to the teacher pay budget, he said. While Durham’s school system can control what it 
can pay, it cannot control the state’s contribution. “The school board can pay more from its own fund but we have to take money from 
something else to do that,” he said. “That’s a debate we have every single year in March.”
             Space needs. Forest View is among many Durham public schools facing a space crunch, one that was exacerbated by the state’s 
new class size mandate. The space crunch is one Lee understands all too well, he said.  “We sometimes have to bring in trailers. Or we 
change how many students go to a school. “So there’s not really a good option,” he said. “We can’t really build another wing on schools, 
can’t build more classrooms. There are some schools that are under capacity, with fewer students than the school can handle,” he added. 
“We’re actually going down a path this year of revisiting which students go to which schools. And that’s a very painful decision.”
                                                                                                                                                                                          Continued on Page 2

Disability Awareness Week:  March 19 - 23
This story was reported by the Forest View Journalism Club.

Disability and Inclusion Awareness Week approaches next month, an opportunity for Forest View students, 
staff, teachers and parents to remember that everyone contributes to the school community. 
The week of March 19-23 will be Together We Soar 
week. Teachers will incorporate books into their 
classes that touch on themes related to disability, and 
poster contests will be held as well to demonstrate 
the importance of inclusiveness. The PTA will provide 
worksheets to teachers that help guide classroom 
conversations around this topic, said PTA President 
Dina Niblock. 
 
Speaking to the Forest View Journalism Club recent-
ly, Niblock said the week is an attempt to help 
students understand a little more about their class-
mates with differences. It only takes a little effort, 
Niblock said, like approaching a child during recess 
and saying hello. ‘We all want to be kind to each 
other, right? We get a lot more done if we’re kind,” 
she said. “It might be more difficult to get to know 
someone with disabilities, but it you take the time, 
you’ll get so much out of it.” 
                                             continued on Page 2
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Terracycling at Forest View

All those potato chips, granola bars and apple sauces that Forest View kids eat each day could 
make the school some money. 

A lot of their bags, wrappers and containers can be recycled – for cash – through the school’s 
new terracycling program. 

And you – yes, you, Forest View students and parents – can help. 

Now in its second year, the school terracycling program gathers discarded containers not eligible 
for traditional recycling. Thanks to a small team of parent volunteers, these items are sorted and 
shipped a couple times each month to TerraCycle, a company that pays for the contributions. 
(The company has special machinery that breaks the materials down into plastics and metals 
that can be re-sold) 

“The biggest challenge is getting the word out,” said Connie Kim, a Forest View parent who has spearheaded much of the school’s terracy-
cling efforts. “A lot of people don’t know about it. And we’re all busy people. But it just takes some forethought.” 

In the cafeteria, a bin is now available for students to deposit their used materials, and the big box in front of the main office is where students 
can bring in their materials from home. 

The efforts are already paying off. The school, which used to generate at least 40 bags of trash each week, now produces just about 8 bags 
on average each week, said fifth grade teacher Jesse Morrison, another leader in the school’s terracycling efforts. This reduction is due not 
only to terracycling but a greater emphasis on other sorts of recycling, composting and waste reduction as well, he said. (The Forest View 
recycling club plays a crucial role as well, collecting and sorting bins of recyclable materials collected from classrooms and the cafeteria.) 

Roughly every two weeks, Kim ships boxes of materials to the New Jersey-based company, which pays according to weight. The school 
receives two payments each year; the latest netted $800, Kim said. The money is used by the school PTA. 

The most common terracycle items at Forest View are potato chip bags and the packages that squeeze applesauce come in, Kim said. But 
myriad other materials can be terracycled as well, like toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss containers, cereal bags, glue sticks and granola 
bag wrappers. 

One challenge: Each item must be individually sorted – so the glue sticks must all be in one shipment, the chip bags in another, the tooth-
brushes in another, etc. That takes time, and Kim and fellow parent volunteer Liz Snyder are bearing the brunt of this work alone. It would 
be quite helpful for students and parents to do that sorting prior to sending their terracycle contributions in from home. 

“More volunteers would help,” Kim said. “It’s just a couple of us now, and we don’t want it to stop when our kids leave.”

If you’d like to help out, contact Connie Kim at connie.kim@duke.edu and check the website at  http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/ 

This story is based on information gathered by the Forest View Journalism Club, with special 
reporting from fifth-grader Trevor Blanton-Parke.

Third grader Elliott Dubois defeated 29 other students 
to win the Forest View spelling bee in early January. 

He will next participate in a regional spelling bee, 
featuring students from Durham, Chapel Hill, Carrboro 
and some who are home-schooled, on March 17. 

After close to two hours of competition, Dubois won by 
correctly spelling ‘parenthetical.’ 

Dubois said the experience was “scary,” but said he 
was well prepared. 

Spelling Bee Champ 

 Free lunch.  Lee said he wants to expand a pilot program that provides free lunch to students at some schools.“I want this idea of coming to 
school and eat twice. I want to provide free breakfast and lunch,” he said. “You come, you get two square meals. That’s going to help a lot of 
people. And now we have 12 schools that provide free lunch regardless. Eventually we’d be able to do it everywhere.”  Lee said the most 
common question he gets from students is about school lunches.
 And asked what he would do is he had an extra $3000 to spend in the schools, he said he’d would buy as many Chromebook  
computers as possible for student use. 

An Interview with Mike Lee, continued from page 1

Disability Awareness Week, continued from page1

Niblock also urged students to adopt what is referred to as ‘People First’ language. For example, instead of referring to an ‘autistic child,’ 
you should say something like ‘a child who has autism.” The point, Niblock said, is to recognize that a disability doesn’t define a person; 
it’s just a part of who that person is. 
Niblock also praised recent book and movie hit “Wonder,” which features a grade-school boy named Augie who has a facial birth defect.“It 
opens everyone’s eyes and brings it out into public discussion,” she said. “For years and years in special education, a lot of students have 

been put in separate areas. I never saw a child with 
disabilities in school growing up. It’s only the last 20 
years or so when those students are in the class-
room. So “Wonder” adds to that conversation. It 
shows everyone has strengths.” 
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